Formation of extracellular structures containing VirB2 proteins in mating cultures of agrobacteria.
Using transmission electron immunomicroscopy, VirB2 protein has been revealed at the surface of acetosyringon-treated A. tumefaciens cells. VirB2 was seen within long flexible and short structures localized at the opposite poles of the cells. These structures were not observed in cells not treated with acetosyringon and in agrobacterial cells treated with this reagent but carrying no Ti-plasmid. Labeled complexes [antibodies to virB2 protein + (A protein + colloidal gold)] bound to pili at a certain periodicity.